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TToorrttooiissee

The back of the tortoise

is covered with a hard shell.

Its belly is a hard shell, too.

A tortoise can pull its head 

and legs into its shell.

It is very safe inside the shell.

PPaarrrroott

A parrot is a pretty bird.

It has two wings and a long tail 

made of bright feathers.

Its mouth is a beak.

It holds on to things with claws.

Some parrots can talk. 
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BBuutttteerrffllyy

A butterfly is a flying insect.

It has a long, thin body.

It has two brightly colored wings.

Two long antennae stick out 

from its head.

Some butterflies have spots.

AAlllliiggaattoorr

An alligator has a very big mouth.

It has many sharp teeth 

and a big tongue.

It likes to float in the water.

Only its eyes and scaly back 

can be seen from the shore.
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CCoobbrraa

A cobra is a kind of snake.

It has a slim body and no legs.

Small scales cover the cobra 

from head to tail.

A cobra spreads the hood 

around its neck and hisses.

LLiioonn

A lion is a big cat.

It uses its nose to smell prey.

It runs fast on four big paws.

Lions have thick, warm fur 

that covers their bodies.

Male lions have big manes.
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CChhiimmppaannzzeeee

A chimpanzee is an ape.

It swings from trees using 

its long arms and hands.

Its toes are as long as its fingers.

Its body is covered with hair. 

Apes are related to you and me.

EElleepphhaanntt

An elephant has big ears.

It has two big, pointed tusks. 

It can pick things up 

using its trunk like a hand.

An elephant walks on four big feet.

Everything on an elephant is big.
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