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NGcograPhical

| ocation~

B New Zealand, about 1,250 mi (2,012 km) southeast of Australia, consists of
two main islands and a number of smaller outlging islands so scattered theg range
from the troPical to the Antarctic. | he country is the size of (_olorado.
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~~ l l Isto Y =~
Maoris were the first inhabitants of New Zealancl) arrving,
on the islands in about 950 A.D. and 1150 AD.

Maori oral historg maintains that the Maoris came to the
island in seven canoes from other parts of Fo]gnesia.

In 1642, New /ealand was exp]orecl }33 Abel T asman, a

utch navigator.

British Captain Jamcs (_ook made three voyages to the
islands, begim’sing m 1 769.

Dritain Forma”y annexed the fslands in 1 840.



- Celebrations ~

B Auckland [Festival

(On New / ealand’s North ]sland, in the citg of Aucklan&, its next festival is set

to }Jegin March 9-24, 2007. AKO7’5 breathtaking new program will celebrate
the }DCSt, the most, and the sum of Asia~]>achcic’s first city. The AKO7 event is
certain to boost Aucklan&’s Proﬁle on the international festival circuit and
confirm its rePutation as one of this hemisphere’s leading arts and cultural

centers.

The Auckland [“estival is about:

Engaging Aucklanders in the arts, and to celebrate the

CU]tUFCS and essence O]C Auckland.

. Support New / ealand art and artists.

* Reflect whatis unique about Auckland. " ' !
. A broad program of ticketed and free events, New Zealand ‘
and |nternational PerFormers, aPPealing to Auckland’s 3

many audiences.



- Doirxg ]5usiness in [New Zealand -

Pusiness Practices in New /caland are similar to the (nited States.
T ailored suits is the Premcerrec! business attire.
APPointments arc necessary and should be made at least one week in advance.

Functualitg IS part of the culture. “Fashionablg late” is not an option in this country as

most social events start on time.
Ca”ing cards or business cards are exchangec}‘

Politics, sports, and weather are goocl conversational toPics, and may be hotlg debated. |n
order to be a good conversationalist, stay current and informed on critical topics. Onein
Particular is New Zealanc{’s “nuclear free” zone.

Pusiness visits are best during the months: Fcbruarg to April and Octo})enNovember.



~ Gift Giving [T_tiquette ~

B \When invited to a New /ealanders “Kiwis? house, keeping
in mind the aPProPriate ghc’cs may be helPFul so the host is
not offended:

- A small ghct such as ﬂowers, choco]atcs, or a book about your
home countrg.

" (Gifts should not be lavish.

* (Gifts are opened when received.

* One might follow up with a
thangogou card the next Clag.




NFointS of |nterest~

New /ealand was once part of a super continent called (Gondwana.

[irst National [Park is | ongariro.

[ The top of avolcano, known as Mt. Ruapehu, is the highest point on New /Zecaland.
About 900 km northeast is a group of islands known as the K ermadec |slands.
Abel T asman National Park is furthest North.

| he largest lake-|_ake Jraupo-is 606km sq.

T he Maoriname- | e Aka a Maui- is what the North |sland is called.

New Zealand’s cleepest lake~l"]auroi<o~is located near the bottom of the South ]sland.



~Maori | raditions~
Hongi (Maori Greeting}

m The Pressing of noses is the customary greeting at a formal Maori
occasion (the Maori are the in&igenous People of New Zealan&).
Lcarning something about this incligenous culture is suggested.




~5ummar3~

New /ealand is a thriving country similar in some aspects to

the (nited States.

]ntemational trade is essential to New /ealand.

Freserving culture and respecting business etiqucttc are

imPortarst.
One should have some imowl@dge and understanding of

\/\aori customs.

ﬂonestg and directness is appreciated.

K iwis are Fricmc“g, outgoing, and social Peoplé.

Be informed and uP~to~date on current events.
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