Earthquake!

In pairs, read the story. Then choose the correct form of the verbs,
past simple or past continuous.

M C H A

1 James did / was doing his homework in his bedroom when the earthquake started / was starting at 6.15 p.m.

J A R A
2 He sat / was sitting at his desk when the chair started / was starting to move across the floor.

L M E R

3 when the floor stopped / was stopping moving, James ran / was running to find his mother.
D S R s

4 His mother cooked / was cooking when the earthquake started / was starting.

I T Y C
5 When he found / was finding his mother, she stood / was standing in front of the cooker.

She was OK, but the kitchen was a mess!
H R T I

6 They decided / were deciding to look outside. Outside, they saw / were seeing some trees on the

ground and they heard voices calling for help.
E N
7 The hospital was very busy that evening, but nobody died / was dying.

R G
8 it wasn'ta very bad earthquake. It only measured / was measuring 5.5.

Write the letters from over the correct answers to find out
the name of the American scientist who invented a scale for
measuring earthquakes in 1935.




1
a.
b.

j+f]

What Do You Do...?

What do you do when / while the phone rings?
run and answer it immediately

wait and listen to the person on the answering
machine

wait for somebody else to answer the phone

What do you do when / while you're waiting at the
dentist's?

read a magazine

bite your fingernails

think about your last visit to the dentist

What do you do when / while you're sitting on an
aeroplane for four hours?

read a good long book

play games

sleep

4

o

What do you do when / while you can’t find your
trainers?

look for them until you find them

ask your Mum where they are

get angry

What do you do when / while you are studying for
a very difficult exam?

close the door and work quietly

listen to the radio and study at the same time
stop every ten minutes to get a drink

What do you do when / while your bicycle
doesn’t work?

get some tools and mend the bicycle

wait for your dad to mend the bicycle

get angry

e For each question choose the answer which best describes what you would do.

Then read the personality analysis below.
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What were they doing?

] Look at the pictures and make sentences.
Use a verb in the past simple and a verb in the past continuous in each sentence.

e.g. They were relaxing in the living room when the baby started crying.
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2 Complete the sentences about pictures 1-4 in exercise 1.
Use a verb in the past simple and a verb in the past continuous for each sentence.
Use positive or negative forms.

Picture
1 They (sleep) L.weren’t sleeping . when the baby (start) ... started. crying.
2 She (NaVe) v sveesssess s @D @cCident while she (Cycl) oo to school.
3 He {dO) ..ccccoccoccrimmmreeres s NI ENGlish homework when the computer (catch) .o, fire.

4 She (play) e With the dog when it (decide) ... 10 bite her.

3 Write two questions and answers for pictures 5-8 in exercise 1.
Use your imagination for the second answer.
Picture

5 What was he doing when the poliCeman arrivea? e
What did he do when the policeman arivedy?. .. . e

He Aropped the TV ANA FAN BWAY........oooeeeeeeeeeeee et

6 What were ThEY AONG WHEIIE ... . oo e e
WRAR I BN A o o o e e S o e e et o 2
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Before ¢luss
Make a copy of the Reod all ubout itf warksheet for each pupil

Revise the lunguage used in the sheet. Ask pupils questions similar to the ones an the

sheet, e.g.

Where were you yesterday? Wha! were you weering? Who did you meat?

Explain that your pupils are reporiers and they are geing to write o scandalcus articie for o
Qossipy newspaper.

Divide the class into small groups of three to four pupils sected oround a desk. Give pupils
the worksheet and ask them fo write the date and the price of the newspaper in the spaces
provided, Demonstrate the activity by example. Point fo the first sectior, saying The name of
a famous person or character, to elicit suggestions. Write these on the board. As lang as
the names are in English, allow any suggestions, e.g. Mickey Mouse, Cinderella, Harry
Potter, Madonna. Explain that the information that pupils write on the paper is *secret’ and
that their neighbours must not see it.

Ask pupils to complefe the firsi section and to fold the sheet along the line away from them,
so thot the second secfion is now at the top of the page. Demonstrate by example if
necessary.

Ask pupils to pass the sheets fo the pupil on their left to complete the second section with
the information required. At this stage it is not necessary fo write complefe answers, e.g.
'In the both” is sufficient for the moment. When they have written the answer, pupils again
told the sheets and pass them to the pupil on their feft.

Continue in this way unfil all the sections have been completed. At this point the pupil
halding each sheet unfolds it and reads the ‘nonsense” story in silence.

Each pupil then reads the story aloud fo the rest of the group, using the questions to form
complete sentences, e.g. Mickey Mouse was in the bath. He was wearing a pink bikini.
He waos eating a hamburger. Circulate to monitor and correct,

Exiension

Pupils can write out their stories in their notebooks.

Use this opportunity to explain how pupils can improve their narrative by using conneciors:
and, then, after thaf, so, etc. Circulate to corract,

Pupils can then wiite their correct stories out, to be displuyed or the walls or made into a

closs Rewspaper.



THE DAILY SCANDAL
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